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United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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This is in reply to your letter of ry 23, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your consti garding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to mmission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RjC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both. users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final
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Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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February 23, 1993

Mr. James Ouello
Acting Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: PR Docket No. 92-235

Dear Chairman Quello:

COMMITTEES:

APPROPRIATIONS
ENERGY AND

NATURAL RESOURCES
SMALL BUSINESS

I have been contacted by hundreds of model airplane enthusiasts
in Arkansas regarding the above-captioned proposal to change the
allocation of radio frequencies in the 72-76 MHz band. They are
very concerned about the possible effects of the proposed change
and so am I.

I understand the need to find ways to accommodate burgeoning
technologies and the increasing number of users seeking private
land mobile radio technologies and I share your goal of
allocating spectrum in the fairest possible way, without injury
to the competitiveness of the United States telecommunications
industry and in a way that most benefits the public interest. I
also understand that reallocations such as proposed in Docket No.
92-235 may sometimes be necessary.

However, I urge you to consider the comments of radio-controlled
model airplane users, who have surely deluged your office with
their views on this issue. While some say theirs is just a
"hobby," for many of them, it represents a huge investment of
time and money and an important part of the their lives.

I am sure that the authors of the proposal have considered this
issue, but I want to emphasize my belief that it is worthy of
consideration. Crowding of the frequencies available to those
who fly model airplanes, or interference by other users of nearby
frequencies could cause, at the least, a nuisance and
obsolescence of equipment. In some cases, it could cause real
danger for users of model planes and spectators. Many of these
planes are up to 1/4 scale of the real thing, and can cause real
damage.
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I urge you to give the most careful consideration to the effect
of the proposed changes on users of model airplanes, and to seek
a result that respects their interests. Thank you.

Sincerely,
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